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INFORMATION HEURISTICS

 Information heuristics is a set of strategies, techniques and 
tools used to find, evaluate and organise information 
necessary to execute a specific research task. 

 Key elements of information heuristics: 
o Identification of information needs: 

Clear definition of what information is needed and what it will be 
used for.

o Creation of search strategies: 
Planning the search information process depending on the topic and 
available tools. 

o Critical evaluation of sources:
Checking the credibility, topicality and accuracy of the found 
information.



THE ROLE OF SEARCH STRATEGIES IN 
SCIENTIFIC WORK 

Why is strategy important?
o It enables selective search for valuable information. 
o It reduces ”information overload” (unimportant search results).
o It helps to quickly reach full-texts and necessary data.



SEARCH STRATEGIES

Purpose: Learning to 
create effective search 

queries

 Elements of an effective search strategy: 

      1. Selection of keywords - examples

 Keywords concerning quality of life in the context of mental health: 
„psychological well-being,” „subjective happiness,” „mental health,” 
„resilience”

 Keywords related to interpersonal relations:
„relationship satisfaction,” „social support,” „interpersonal connections,” 
„family dynamics”

 Keywords concerning work and personal life: 
„work-life balance,” „job satisfaction,” „personal growth,” „life satisfaction”

 Keywords related to environmental factors: 
„quality of life in urban areas,” „impact of environment on well-being,” „green 
spaces and mental health,” „community engagement”

Synonyms – examples

  Psychological well-being – „mental health”, „emotional stability”, „psychological 
resilience”

  Life satisfaction – „subjective well-being,” „personal fulfilment,” „happiness”
 Social support – „interpersonal support,” „community involvement”, „emotional 

backing”



SEARCH 
STRATEGIES

PURPOSE: Learning to 
create effective search 

queries

 Elements of an effective search strategy:
2. Logical operators:
o OR: Extension of the search scope through synonyms or related 

terms: 
„life satisfaction OR subjective well-being”

   „mental health OR psychological well-being”
     „social support OR community engagement”

o AND: Search for results, which have to contain both of the given 
terms: 

„quality of life AND resilience”
„work-life balance AND mental health”
„social relationships AND life satisfaction”

• NOT: It eliminates unwanted results:

„life satisfaction NOT financial success”
„mental health NOT clinical disorders”
„resilience NOT physical fitness”



SEARCH 
STRATEGIES

PURPOSE: Learning to 
create effective 
search queries

 Elements of an effective search strategy:

 3. Advanced search tools  - search optimalisation tools 

A) Filtering: 
 Publication date– searching for publications from a definite 

time period (e.g. publications from the last 5 years) 
 Language– search for content in a definite language (e.g. 

English, Polish)
 Source type – e.g. Limiting results to scientific articles, books, 

reviews, clinical research
 Scientific discipline– limiting searches to a definite field e.g. 

psychology, psychiatry, neurobiology 
 Full-text – selection of only full-text articles
 Words in definite fields  – search for keywords e.g. only in 

titles, abstracts, content

  



SEARCH 
STRATEGIES

Purpose: Learning to 
create effective 
search queries 

 Elements of an effective search strategy: 

 3.Advanced search tools – search optimalisation tools

B. Quotation marks: Search for precise phrases, e.g. 

„business decision-making strategies” 

„consumer behavior analysis in marketing” 

„organizational change management techniques” 

„employee motivation and productivity”



SEARCH 
STRATEGIES

Purpose: Learning to 
create effective 
search queries 

 Elements of an effective search strategy

3. Advanced search tools-search optymalisation tools 

C. Masking characters

Asterisk (*) – replaces any number of characters:
 therap* - will find: therapy, therapies, therapist, therapeutic
 depress* - will find: depression, depressive, depressed
 psycholog* - will find: psychology, psychologist, psychological

Hashtag (#) – replaces one or more characters (used in some 
databases, e.g. Web of Science)
  col#r – will find: color, colour

Question mark (?) – replaces a single character:

 wom?n – will find: woman, women

Quotation mark with asterisk („*”) –will find the exact phrase with 
different endings (used in some systems, e.g. ProQuest)

 „post-traumatic stress*” – will find : post-traumatic stress, post-
traumatic stress disorder.



 Elements of an effective search strategy

 3. Advanced search tools-search optymalisation tools 

 D. Using brackets

Brackets are used in search queries to group terms and logical 
operators in order to determine the order of operations. They enable 
more complex and precise searches. 

Extension of terms connected with the quality of life: 
(„psychological well-being” OR „mental health”) AND („life 
satisfaction” OR „happiness”)
Extension the search using synonyms:
(„work-life balance” OR „personal-professional equilibrium”) AND 
(„stress management” OR „emotional stability”) 
Exclusion of unwanted terms from the group 
(„social support” OR „community engagement”) AND („resilience” 
OR „coping strategies”) NOT („financial support”)
Attention! In the queries in the search engine, the terms in brackets 
are processed first

 SEARCH 
STRATEGIES 

 
 
 

Purpose: 
Learning to 

create effective 
search queries 



   PRACTICAL
EXAMPLES

Defining keywords for 
the research topic: 

Topic: The impact of work-life balance on quality of life and 
mental well-being among young adults 

Keywords: 

„work-life balance”, „quality of life”, „psychological well-being”, „life 
satisfaction”, „young adults”, „job stress”, „mental health”, „workplace 
flexibility”

Creation of expanded search queries:

„life satisfaction” OR „subjective well-being”

„psychological well-being” OR „mental health”

(„life satisfaction” OR „happiness”) AND („psychological well-being” OR 
„mental health”) AND („social support” OR „community engagement”) 
NOT „financial stability”

(„quality of life” OR „resilience”) AND („emotional stability” OR „stress 
management”)



WHEN LOOKING FOR  
INFORMATION IT IS 

IMPORTANT TO:

• adjust the search strategy and tactic to a specific problem and 
your own individual needs;

• do not rely only on one source of information, but verify data 
in different sources; 

• get to know available sources of information and learn how to 
differentiate them; 

• get to know what kind of information can be found in 
particular databases, as well as electronic and traditional 
publications;

• master the ability to locate sources of information, i.e. know 
where to look for them and how to access them;

• learn to effectively search for necessary information in 
different sources;

• select sources adequate to your needs and critically evaluate 
their content



RECOMMENDED 
WAYS TO SEARCH 

FOR INFORMATION

 Searching databases and electronic sources available due 
to the University Library of the John Paul II Catholic 
University of Lublin (licenced, access to which has been 
purchased or made available due to the funding from the 
Ministry) 

IT IS WORTH FINDING OUT WHAT RESOURCES ARE 
PROVIDED BY THE LIBRARY AND HOW TO USE THEM 

 Searching for open-access sources of scientific information 
on the Internet 

 It is worth knowing copyright, which regulates issues 
concerning access to information and how to use it



SEARCH TOOLS allowing you to find useful 
scientific materials

Google Scholar is 
an online scientific 
search service, and 
Google – is not 
(although it also 
enables searching 
for information and 
scientific 
publications)

Google scholar and other „universal” scientific search engines

Catalogues of scientific libraries, central catalogues, distributed 
catalogues

Databases:

– full-text and bibliographical

– multidisciplinary and domain-specific

– licensed (closed) 

–  open access

Domain- specific guides, thematic websites

Social science portals (Academia.edu; ResearchGate)
AI? ChatGPT?



SEARCHING FOR RESOURCES OF THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY OF THE JOHN 
PAUL II CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF LUBLIN

     Homepage of the University Library of the
 John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin

Library catalogue

PRIMO VE
Multisearch engine

Databases made available by the
HAN system

Digital library

• Science
• Current affairs
• Information about test 

databases
• Information about 

trainings



HOW TO USE ELECTRONIC RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT THE UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY OF THE JOHN PAUL II CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF LUBLIN?

From electronic full-text, 
bibliographical or abstract 

resources (databases) purchased 
by the John Paul II Catholic 

University of Lublin for a given 
year, you can use without logging 
in to the network of the John Paul II 
Catholic University of Lublin, i.e. on 
computers located in the buildings 

of the John Paul II Catholic 
University of Lublin (also via wi-fi)

Employees and students of the 
John Paul II Catholic University 
of Lublin also have the possibility 
to remotely use these resources 

outside the network of the John Paul 
II Catholic University of Lublin, on 
any device with Internet access. 

The condition is to own an active 
library account



Catalogue and  
PRIMO VE

multisearch engine
Start page

Access to PRIMO VE
https://katalog.kul.pl

Or via a tab from the 
Library website

https://katalog.kul.pl/


Before starting the search, it is worth logging in to 
your library account. Logging in enables wider 
access to the Library’s resources and PRIMO Ve 
functionalities, including the opportunity to order, 
prolong and reserve books, and the remote access 
to electronic resources for employees, 
postgraduates and students of the John Paul II 
Catholic University of Lublin

It is worth providing your e-mail address in your 
personal data (library card), which will facilitate 
contact with the Library.

 It is possible to passively browse the catalogue without 
logging in, however you cannot fully use the library 

resources, remember searches, go to online resources 
(full-text), or order materials to the Reading Room and 

Lending Room.

The Library’s resources can be searched using:
• Index search
• Simple search
• Advanced search



Using the position available on-line directly from the catalogue

 
In the catalogue ( PRIMO 
VE multisearch engine) 

you can check the 
availability of both 

traditional versions of 
publications and online 
versions from databases 

subscribed to by the John 
Paul II Catholic University 
of Lublin and open access 

resources. The link 
usually redirects to the 

full text. 

We will receive one or several links, 
which should redirect us to the full text - 
it is the best to select the link to licensed 
databases (full text after logging in to the 

library account). 
Attention! Links to open access 

databases may not work correctly



DATABASES 
(ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE AT THE JOHN 

PAUL II CATHOLIC 
UNIVERSITY OF LUBLIN) 

 Psychology



Tu należy się  
zalogować  
na swoje  

konto  
biblioteczne

Here you can see the 
databases currently 
available at the 
Library and access 
them after logging in 
to your library 
account



Logowanie do  
PRIMO (ExLIbris)

Access to databses from the 
e-kul level

You should enter the ” Libraries” tab” and 
select „Library databases”. The website will 
redirect you to the proper Library’s page 



Currently available databases



– collections of information from 
different fields of science e.g. 

EBSCO - Academic Search 
Ultimate, Proquest Central,

Taylor&Francis

– except for description of 
publication they own added 

abstract and keywords e.g.  PsycInfo

With access to full content 
documents e.g. PsycArticles

– collections of information 
from one or several related 

fields e.g.
PsycArticles, PsycINFO

• Licensed databases
• Open access 

databases
Multidisciplinary 

databases 

Bibliographic abstract 
or annotaded 
databases 

Full text databases

Types of databases

     Domain-specific 
        databases 



Access from the website of the 
University Library of the John 

Paul II Catholic University 
of Lublin

”Databases” tab

 To use EBSCO databases remotely, 
you have to be logged in to

your library account



In the new EBSCO interface, we enter the search engine at once – all 
available databases are searched

If we want to use 
only some 

databases – we 
should select them 

by clicking ”All 
databases” and 
mark a specific 
database there



WYSZUKIWANIE W EBSCO HOST

We have access to the series of EBSCO 
databases, including:

general
• Academic Research Source eJournal
• Academic Search Source eBooks
• eBook Collection
• MasterFILE Premier
• MasterFILE Reference eBook 

Collection
• eBook Open Access, Open 

Dissertation

from the field of psychology :
 APA PsycArticles
 APA PsycInfo,
 APA PasycTest
 APA PsycTherapy

from the field of health sciences and 
medicine: 
• CINAHL Ultimate
• MEDLINE Ultimate
• AHFS Consumer Medication 

Information
• Health Source – Consumer Edition
• Health Source: Nursing/Academic 

Editionn



APA PSYCARTICLES
APA PsycArticles database is a full-text 
database offered by the American 
Psychological Association (APA), which 
constitutes one of the most important 
sources of knowledge in the field of 
psychology. It contains articles published in 
high-quality scientific journals.

It is a valuable source of information for 
scientists and researchers looking for 
materials for analysis and publication, for 
students working on graduate works and 
doctoral theses, lecturers, and specialist 
practitioners in the field of psychology

The database includes:
• Scientific journals published by the APA and 

associated organisations, such as the Canadian 
Psychological Association. There are articles from 
over 120 peer-reviewed journals.

• Articles refer to a wide range of topics. They are: 
clinical psychology, social psychology, 
developmental psychology, health psychology, 
neuropsychology, research methodology and 
statistics.

• The time range includes publications  from 1894 
to the present, which enables analysis of both 
historical and contemporary research. 

• The database content is constantly updated 
----------------------------------------------------------------
• APA PsycArticles is an invaluable tool for people 

interested in psychology,  providing access to 
reliable and up-to-date scientific content



APA PsycArticles 

We can narrow down the search e.g. select 
the latest publications, from the last 5 years, 
limit the search only to scientific journals or 

full text 



APA PsycArticles – search results You can download the full text – in PDF format, we also 
often have access to the full text online



APA PsycArticles – search articlesThe database enables filtering the results
according to the facets



APA PsycArticles – a specific article

You can use system tools to place the 
article on the Google Drive, OneDrive, 

send it via e-mail, print it, save it on the 
computer, check how to cite it in the 
selected format or send data to the 

bibliography manager etc.



APA PsycArticles – a particular article

The text can be translated 

or listened to
 

After selecting the„full text online” 
option instead of „PDF option” in 
access options – we can work with 
the text



Advanced searching

Advanced searching enables 
the use of logical operators 
and limitation of results 



PSYCINFO

 PsycInfo is a comprehensive database 
developed by the American Psychological 
Association (APA), which is a basic tool for 
searching scientific literature from the field of 
psychology and related fields. It contains 
bibliographical information, summaries and 
indexes of publications related to psychology. 

 Database thematic scope: clinical 
psychology, social psychology, 
developmental psychology, health 
psychology and behavioural medicine, 
neuropsychology and neurobiology, 
education, psychometrics and research 
methodology. 

 Types of publications: articles from 
peer-reviewed scientific journals, book 
chapters and books, research and 
conference reports, dissertations and 
doctoral theses.

 Time range: literature from the late 
19th century to the present, allowing 
for insight into historical and 
contemporary research.

 Language of publications – 29 
languages, summaries in English

 Geographical scope – publications 
from around the world.



PsycInfo – search results
Hence PsycInfo is a bibliographical database, it does not provide 
access to the full content – but, in many cases we have a „linked 
full text” attached, and then we can enter directly to the text in 

PDF format 



APA PSYCTHERAPY
The APA PsycTherapy database is a resource 
offered by the American Psychological 
Association, which concentrates on the 
psychological therapy. It contains wide 
educational material, including video films 
which present various therapeutic techniques 
in practice. 

It is particularly valuable for people 
connected with psychology and 
psychotherapy because it enables insight into 
actual therapeutic processes, which is 
difficult to get in traditional coursebooks.

The database includes:
• Recordings of therapy sessions(videos presenting 

actual or simulated therapy sessions with the 
participation of professional therapists ; 
examples of various therapeutic approaches

• Variety of topics (working with different age 
groups, issues concerning various mental 
disorders)

• Educational materials (a tool useful for practicing 
psychologists, students, lecturers to analyse and 
learn therapeutic techniques; a possibility of 
comparing therapeutic styles and approaches of 
various specialists

• Search according to criteria (the possibility of 
filtering content by the type of therapy, clinical 
problem, age of a patient and level of difficulty

• Sessions are conducted by respected specialists 
in the field of psychotherapy



APA PSYCTHERAPY
After entering the search entry, there will appear 

a list of search results



Here are all metadata – 
the recording can be 
cited in your work 

APA PSYCTHERAPY

Here you can 
access the 
recording



APA PSYCTHERAPYWe have access to the recording



APA PSYCTESTS

 APA PsycTests is a 
specialistic database 
developed by the American 
Psychological Association 
(APA, which includes 
information about 
psychological tests and 
measurement tools. It is an 
invaluable source for 
researchers, practising 
psychologists, and students 
searching for tests for 
research, diagnosis and 
education

Content of the database:
• Tests and measurement tools (full descriptions of 

psychological tools, including questionnaires, scales, 
surveys, protocols and other measurement methods; 
some tests are available in full text (together with 
instructions and keys for interpretation) 

• A wide range of topics (mental and emotional 
health, social behaviours, developmental psychology, 
education and academic performance, clinical issues, 
neuropsychology, physical health.

• Sort of information: details concerning test 
construction (authors, history of the tool), 
description of theoretical construction and 
validation, data on the use and limitations of tests.

• Links to scientific publications in which the tests 
were used

• Time range: Tests from the early 20th century to the 
present



APA PsycTests – search results



APA PsycTests – search results- selected test



IT IS WORTH CREATING YOUR OWN ACCOUNT ON EBSCOhost
and log in while searching (it enables personalisation of the 

search)

Search and journals notifications, as well as saved searches, 
are stored in a personalised folder (My EBSCOhost),
which can be created for free by EBSCOhost users.



Basic search screen



EBSCO Health

Databases in the field of 
psychology in ProQuest

The database includes summaries and 
indexation of key publications in the 
field of psychology, many of which are 
available in full text. Many of these 
titles are indexed in PsycINFO. The 
thematic scope includes behavioral, 
clinical,cognitive, developmental, 
experimental, industrial and social 
psychology, as well as personality, 
psychobiology and psychometrics.



You can conduct search 
in the entire „ProQuest 
Central” database , of 
which the „Psychology 
Database” is a part, or 

select only this one 
database

Selecting the databases we want to search



We can search in all resources (a default option is „All”)
or select which materials 

we want to search (scientific journals, books, audiovisual materials,
theses, daily press, reports, blogs and more)

We can indicate that we are
 interested only in full-text 

publications 



EBSCO Health

Simple search

We can enter any words into the search field and use masking characters  *, ?,
 enter a searched phrase in speech marks, 

combine words with the use of logical operators  AND, OR, NOT



Auto-complete – suggesting search terms when entering them 
Auto-complete function suggests search terms based on prior searches of ProQuest users. This list is updated  when writing 
and it always contains prior searches beginning from the sequence of characters currently entered. You can click on any 
term to start searching for it.

Selecting  „Turn off auto-complete” option deactivates suggestions for searched terms within the ProQuest session.



Search results 
can be limited 

with the use
 of facets 

Search results



You can try to select Polish in facets
 – unfortunately, all positions in which there are Polish words

 are marked, but there appear also entire articles in Polish
Search results



We can save PDF, send via e-mai or
 print 



You can download the bibliographic description in the chosen format.
ProQuest offers many possibilities in this scope

EBSCO Health

You can also export the description to the bibliography manager 



Clicking on the ” All options” tab will
 transfer us to the page where we 
can choose additional recording 

options
   (i.a. different recording formats, 
Google Drive, Microsoft Cloud, 

export to bibliography managers)



By entering the 
„Abstract” tab you get 

familiar with details
concerning the specific

article 

We can also see the propositions of 
the 

 themathically related articles

We can translate the abstract, 
and sometimes the full text 



Advanced search

Options of initial limitation 
and detailing the results  



ProQuest  enables search 
„Anywhere” or in specific 

fields

You can combine many searches in 
any fields by adding next rowes 

Advanced search



To save your searches, 
personalise search 

results and receive alerts
it is worth creating a „My research”

 account (but it is not obligatory
to use the database)



Other databases including materials in the 
field of psychology  

ScienceDirect
Description: Elsevier provides accesss to full-text 
articles in many fields, including psychology. 
Content: Scientific articles, books

SAGE Journals
Description: Platform provides access 
to full-text articles from the SAGE 
journals, including many in the field of 
psychology.
Content: Scientific articles in the field of 
psychology and social sciences SpringerLink

Description: Platform with the Springer’s publications, 
containing books, articles and scientific journals in various 
fields, including psychology

Taylor & Francis Online
Description: Platform provides access to scientific journals, 
including cognitive, social and educational psychology.
Content: Full-text articles

Wiley Online Library
Description: Platform provides publications in 
many fields of science, including psychology. 
Content: Scientific articles, books



OPEN 
ACCESS

What is published in free 
(open) access?

• articles in scientific journals
• monographs and their parts
• research data

Open Access (OA)

is a global social movement established in the early 
1990s, the purpose of which is free online access to 
digital versions of scientific publications, research 

results and educational materials for every Internet 
user. It mainly concerns publications and research 

results financed from public funds. 



  REPOSITORIES AND BIBLIOGRAPHIES
HTTPS://DOAJ.ORG

DOAJ is a database 
including a register of 
international, peer-
reviewed scientific 

journals, to which there is  
free access.

The database contains 
links to journals home 

pages, abstracts and full-
text scientific articles.



DOAJ currently indexes 1,509 titles of 
psychology journals to which there is free 

access; including 61 titles in Polish 



Search results



After entering a specific journal title, we can review the articles which were published 
in it 



PSYARXIV
•Description: Repository of preprints and articles in the field of 
psychology made available before their official publication in 
journals. The articles are in open access. The repository includes 
different topics in the field of psychology (cognitive psychology, 
social psychology, clinical psychology, developmental psychology, 
psychometrics)  

•Link: psyarxiv.com

•Content: Free access to initial versions of articles (preprints) in the 
field of psychology. Research reports, resarch data and other 
materials are also made available.

https://psyarxiv.com/


PSYARXIV



LIBRARY OF SCIENCE (DATABASE ON ICM UW) 
 Description: Portal provides access to articles from Polish scientific 

journals, including psychological ones, often in open access.
• Link: bibliotekanauki.pl
• Content: Articles from the journals such as Psychologia Społeczna, Studia 

Psychologiczne or Annales Universitatis Mariae Curie-Skłodowska. Sectio J. 

CEON (Centrum Otwartej Nauki)

Description: Repository of Polish scientific publications, including articles in the field 
of psychology.
Link: ceon.pl
Content: Scientific works and articles made available in open access by Polish 
universities.

https://bibliotekanauki.pl/


POLSKIE TOWARZYSTWO PSYCHOLOGICZNE (PTP)

•Description: PTP website includes links to publications, journals and materials in the field of 
psychology

•Link: ptp.org.pl

•Content: Information about journals such as Psychologia Społeczna and Przegląd Psychologiczny.

Psychologia.net.pl
 Description: Popular science portlas with articles concerning psychology, psychotheraphy and 

personal development. 
 Link: psychologia.net.pl
 Content: Articles written both by scientists and practising psychologists.  

https://www.ptp.org.pl/
https://www.psychologia.net.pl/


PSYCHOLOGICAL JOURNALS IN OPEN ACCESS

Some Polish psychological journals make available their articles in open access: 

•Psychologia Społeczna: psychologiaspoleczna.pl

•Studia Psychologiczne: czasopisma.pan.pl

•Polish Psychological Bulletin: czasopisma.pan.pl

•Roczniki Psychologiczne: https://ojs.tnkul.pl/index.php/rpsych

•Psychiatria i Psychologia Kliniczna: psychiatriaippsychologia.pl

https://psychologiaspoleczna.pl/
https://ojs.tnkul.pl/index.php/rpsych


GOOGLE BOOKS 
HTTPS://BOOKS.GOOGLE.PL

In Google books you 
can search for books, 
go to the full text or to 
a fragment, order a 
book in the online 
library and save search 
results to ”My library”



GOOGLE SCHOLAR
https://scholar.google.com

Google Scholar is a free scientific 
search engine, which indexes 
scientific publications, books, 

articles, theses and conference 
materials from different fields of 

knowledge. It enables quick 
access to publication content 
and tools such as generating 

citations and monitoring 
bibliographies.



Advantages
 Long range: it includes 
various sources, from journal 

articles to academic 
repositories.

 Simplicity of use: intuitive 
interface and possibility of 

advanced search. 
 Integration with other tools: 

e.g. Mendeley or EndNote 
(also Zotero).

Disadvantages
 Errors in descriptions: The search 

engine automatically generates 
metadata, which can lead to errors 
such as incorrect author surnames, 

publication dates or article titles.
 Credibility of sources: Google 

Scholar does not evaluate the 
quality nor reviews of posted works. 
Search results may include articles 

of low scientific value, including 
those from predatory journals, i.a. 

journals with a dubious reputation. 
 Lack of full texts: Not all results are 

available in full format – many  
require paid access or a 

subscription.

It is worth using Google 
Scholar with deliberation, 
verifying the credibility of 

the found publications 
and completing the 
searches with other, 

proven databases such as 
Scopus and Web of 

Science.



GOOGLE SCHOLAR

In many cases, Google 
scholar redirects us to 
the full text available 

in w open access

https://scholar.google.com/



GOOGLE SCHOLAR

After clicking on the 
citation sign, there will 
appear a table with a  

bibliographic description 
of a given title in a few 

formats to choose from.

In the “Cited by x” tab, you 
can see all publications 

citing a given article

https://scholar.google.com/



GOOGLE SCHOLAR

Getting familiar with 
publications citing a 
given article enables 
extension of our 
search with 
additional positions 



EVALUATION OF THE SOURCES CREDIBILITY

  Type of publication – does the source come from a peer-reviewed scientific journal?
Examples: Articles from databases such as EBSCO, ProQuest, Taylor&Francis, SpringerLink, 

Sage are more credible than blog posts. 
Is it a book or an academic article? Is it a research report or a popular science 

publication? 
 Authorship
Who is the author? Is he or she qualified in the studied field? Are his/ her works cited in 

other publications? 
 Publisher
Does the publication come from a recognised academic publisher e.g. Wiley Springer, 

Elsevier
 Topicality
Is the source up-to- date enough in the context of the topic being researched?

Objectivity
Does the author present different points of view or is he or she biased? 
We should avoid sources which clearly thrust one opinion without providing evidence



VERIFICATION OF INFORMATION

 Comparison of sources

We should make sure that different sources confirm the same facts or 
interpretations.

If the sources differ significantly, we should search for additional publications in 
order to resolve doubts.

Citing and avoiding plagiarism

We should use accurate citations and provide source for any information we use



RESTRICTIONS AND PITFALLS IN USING INFORMATION SOURCES

 Information overload

Not every source is essential – you should always choose those which the best 
answer the research question

False and low-quality publications

You should always be careful with articles published in pseudoscientific journals 
(predatory journals)

Not all sources available on the Internet are credible – you should always check the 
publisher and make sure if the publication has undergone a review process 

 Inappropriate use of citations

Citation taken out of context or incomplete – you should always make sure if the 
cited source certainly supports the argument and does not contradict it.



SUMMARY

Critical thinking – you should always evaluate the quality and credibility of the 
source

Precise search – you should use advanced search options in databases

Organisation of information – it is worth managing the collected literature using 
bibliography managers or other similar tools 

Scientific ethics – you should always cite the sources of your information and avoid 
plagiarism 

Selection of tools – you should select approprate databases in which you will 
search for information and adjust strategy to the research topic.



DZIĘKUJĘ ZA UWAGĘ

Thank you 
for 

attention
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